
Chairman’s Report AGM August 2019 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to update you all with the goings on of the 
THOA over the past year by way of The Chairman’s Report. 
 
What a year it has been, thankfully mostly positive as you can see just by looking around the 
estate.  Needless to say, there are the niggling negatives but mostly outside the estate.  I 
like to review the workings of the THOA through the eyes of the various committees so let 
me start with Security. 
 
Security 
 
You will have noticed that we did manage to retain our fountain wall as it was, something 
we feared might have to go.  It does have a nice welcoming look as we come home so I am 
particularly glad it was retained with all the work around the entrance that took place since 
last year.  The main worry we had for the past few years was the construction of the 
Flamingo Centre but that is pretty much done and dusted now with only one or two items 
still to be polished off.  Yes, we do see the lift shaft goes up to a floor nobody uses so we will 
keep an eye on how that develops in the years ahead, not that we have much influence as 
we all know by now. 
 
Crime within the estate has been non-existent this year which is a great relief.  Outside that 
is certainly a very different matter.  I have been held up at gun point in my car twice since 
last year, once in Joburg and just the other month there on Longlake Boulevard.  Other 
members of the board have faced much the same in the main roads coming and going from 
the estate.  Residents should be aware that our CPF is working with our Security Committee, 
the JMPD and the Police to tackle this with urgency and real vigor.  So please be vigilant at 
all times, horrible way to live but this is reality for now. 
 
Back to Thornhill.  You will notice we have put up new gates and by the time you read this 
we hope the new access system will be up and running seeing you get out much quicker.  
We are also trying to rid us of the access cards which are a massive security issue.  In 
addition, we are looking at the lights in the morning too as we are well aware of the booms 
slowing us down and getting stuck with the lights.  It is not ideal to have the guards just 
keep the booms up as that undermines security in general, but we are hoping the new 
system will cure that issue. Let us know of any issues via the office please. 
 
So much the same as last year, safe inside Thornhill but outside, if it is not being held up at 
gun point it is avoiding the red-light dodgers, welcome to JoBurg. 
 
Estates & Gardens 
 
Please tell me you have all noticed the extensive work on the watercourse, isn’t it 
wonderful?  I do hope we will have finished the last part by the AGM as you will see it is 
nearly done already.  This has been a fantastic project that has spanned a couple of years 
whereby we have learned and adapted as we progressed.  Thank you to all involved, I 



cannot praise this project enough and I do hope you all take full advantage of the features it 
is providing for picnic spots and just general relaxing by the water.   
 
The next big project in this space will be to deal with the invasive beetles that we are finding 
all over JoBurg, the Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer Beetle.  I won’t dwell on it here as it will be 
extensively covered by separate communication and is very much a project in its infancy 
right now.  We have no idea what it will cost us or how effective our measures might be, so I 
am glad to have the support of our committee in facing this head on.   
 
It will require a lot of understanding and cooperation with the estates around us too if it is 
to be a success.  We do intend to keep the community up to date as we tackle this shocking 
attack on our trees within Thornhill and your support will be most welcome. 
 
Architectural 
 
This is an area that has greatly reduced in activity as building within Thornhill has slowed 
down.  This may change in the year ahead as the last bit of large open ground, across from 
the community center, gears up for development.  It has been standing for many years but 
this may change in the year ahead.  Apart from that area the estate as a whole is now fully 
developed bar one or two stands.  We still keep a tight lid on alterations and renovations 
and I do need to remind us all, from 1pm on a Saturday till 6am on a Monday, no building is 
to go on, no painting, no construction and please don’t ask for an exception to be made, 
everybody needs to understand the downtime is needed so we can relax and enjoy our 
homes, is that not why we live here after all? 
 
Financial 
 
Our finances are in fantastic shape and you will see that we are keeping the increase to a 
minimum.  When I praise the existing trustees for their fantastic work this is in no way a 
negative reflection on those that have gone before.  The reality is we have all built on the 
shoulders of each other as we have gone along learning and learning.  Sometimes from our 
mistakes, sometimes from someone’s brain wave but always to take the estate forward.  In 
fact, many of us have served on previous boards in other portfolio’s and we can still reach 
out to previous trustees for that institutional memory should we need to tap into that from 
time to time.   
 
We have come a long way from the first time I joined a committee in 2001, a very long way 
indeed and I could not stand before you today and praise the state of the Thornhill, state of 
our security or the great financial position we are in, if we had not all gone through the 
things we have as a community with one purpose in mind, to improve the lot of us all 
together. 
 
Social 
 
What can I say about this?  New ideas, new events and I am blown away by the response 
each time.  A big thank you to the fluid team that comes and goes within this space, please 
keep up the good work and to all of you here today, please keep attending in the numbers 



you have been, it has been a great year for new social events and great year to be living in 
Thornhill, thank you all. 
 
The Shopping Centre 
 
While this is outside our control we were consulted from time to time, maybe lip service but 
in the end, I do believe we have a greatly improved asset for us all to enjoy.  It did not come 
without its growth pains, sub committees formed to interact and engage, frustrations all 
over the place but look at it today.  So many top-quality eateries’ I never get bored with my 
food options and it gives us all a great opportunity and excuse to meet with each other over 
great food right on our door step.  Yes, I loved the time we were living in a back water, it 
was great then too.  But to deny this is not an asset to us all would be an injustice to the 
tenants indeed.  The other shops are also a great help bringing shopping convenience 
together with the great eating options.  I didn’t want it so big; I didn’t want the change but 
now it is here, I am making full use of it indeed. 
 
On our new newsletter, a big thanks to those involved in getting it up and working so well, I 
look forward to the read each month and I am glad that so many others are contributing so 
you all get a break from my rantings and ravings, it has become a true community item we 
can all enjoy and be proud of. 
 
Finally, to the Board, the sub committees, our staff in the office, security, gardeners and all 
the residents that work with us to make the THOA tick the way it does, thank you very 
much, your community thanks you too. 
 
Thank you all for attending and listening. 
 
 
Stephen W Burrow, Chair, THOA 
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