
Chairman’s Report AGM August 2020 
 
My fellow residents and home owners, what a year this has been.  Not one any of us would 
look to repeat ever I am sure.  I have been blessed my whole life with a love for each day.  
No matter how bad a day or a month has looked I have never found myself wishing it away 
being clear of mind that I have a limited amount of them in front of me, as we all do.  
However, with the way that Covid19 has changed how we live I have come close a few times 
to wishing I had a fast forward button to the middle of next year.  Since none of us have 
such a button it is back to reality which is 2020 and here and now which is Thornhill Estate. 
 
Covid19 Impact 
 
It is appropriate that we add a heading this year to cover the things that Covid19 has 
affected.  The Lockdown was particularly trying for the trustee’s as we attempted to support 
the government strict guidelines.  This brought us into conflict with some residents that held 
a different view.  I am careful how I word this so as to avoid emotion or splitting our 
community.  It is so important that Thornhill remains our priority as our home, our safe 
space from the outside world.  We have identified that a long time ago as crime rages 
beyond our fence.  Suddenly we were facing something that could divide us within the 
estate, not just an unseen virus but an outlook on how to deal with it.  Despite our every 
attempt not to bring race into anything we do I inadvertently did so in one of our early 
notices to the community.  Did I learn quickly about how to write in a neutral tone after 
that?  I did, but yet it blunts my enthusiasm, so it did not take long before I was in trouble 
again over things we were saying in our notices.  Too long said one or two people, don’t 
quote non peer reviewed articles said another and so it went on.  Regardless, the trustees 
hammered those notices for hours to do our best to get the words and effect just right, our 
aim was to keep us all aware and as safe as possible.  So far, we have been lucky with cases 
within the estate being never more than 10 at most at any one time, all in isolation until 
cleared.  As SA opens up, we see our cases soar, we are ranked 5th in world for cases but 
only 17th for deaths.  Some put it down to our young population but whatever it is we have 
been lucky so far in real terms, long may it stay that way.  What seems to work is physical 
distancing, hand washing, wearing masks and staying home when you feel symptoms.  
Please think of the rest of the community and realise that it can be days, if ever, that you 
become aware you have it.  A scary 50% plus seem to be asymptomatic so can be spreading 
for days without every becoming aware you even had it.  I feel for the elderly and those that 
have to go to hospital for other things.  All of a sudden, a heart operation or a car accident 
takes on additional risk of catching Covid19 at a time you could do without it.  May this pass 
quickly as it is certainly hurting our people and our country in ways we just cannot afford.  
No matter your view on this I sincerely hope you and your family stay as safe as possible. 
 
Security 
 
Within the estate we are fine but outside the place became like a battle zone for a few 
weeks until security company focus was increased.  Having said that the lights at the corner 
of Peace and Thornhill have become a high-risk area for stopping even now.  Our security 
team are talking to other parties in greater Modderfontein to see how we can coordinate 
improved reaction times etc.  We are also increasing the number of high-quality license 



recognition cameras around the roads in and out of the area.  Thank you to those 
individuals and companies that have contributed to them, your donations and input are 
warmly welcomed indeed. 
 
The ‘wave’ system is working well on the whole but still the odd person is battling with it 
and we have had to issue a few tags to get them through it.  The speed of them works well 
but we do regret the lack of a feeder to the left on the way out.  Mind you that is the one 
side you battle to see what is coming anyway so maybe just as well it is not there.   
 
Estates & Gardens 
 
We have only recently been able to enjoy our parks once again, but the estate is truly a 
wonderful place to spend time.  Thanks to all those that have managed to finalise the 
watercourse with its water control features, this summer should be no worry for the homes 
along there and it should enhance it for all of us when we wish to picnic along the stream 
too.  Other things that have been happening is the beetle control which has seen some trees 
taken down to be destroyed as they were infested but so far, we have managed to hold 
onto most of our great trees.  The next challenge will be to retain the trees on the left as 
you enter the estate since that area is now looking at being developed.  More on that as we 
hear ourselves later.  Certain initiatives are being discussed like vegetable gardening in the 
Road Reserve as well as bee keeping being a possibility too.  With Covid19 being around we 
are struggling to get some projects off the ground however. 
 
Architectural 
 
All good on that side, very little happening for obvious reasons at the moment so nothing to 
report on.  It is still a pleasure to walk around the estate though as we do have some very 
nice looking buildings and gardens are always stunning too. 
 
Financial 
 
This year we will reflect a loss but that is not an issue.  The main reason has been additional 
costs on security and Covid19 related issues that were unbudgeted for as well as the 
months that we reduced the levy due to Covid19 too.  Ian keeps a canny eye on the 
numbers which gives us all great faith in the financial future of the estate.  Ian will miss 
Tony’s input going forward but more on that later in the report. 
 
Social 
 
This has been cancelled due to Covid19 as we have not been able to risk anything at all for 
some time.  That means our social life has moved to areas such as the shops outside the 
estate.  The shops continue to be a bonus and we are so glad of the options that they bring 
to us as well as the convenience.  As things eventually return to normal, we look forward to 
exploring the eating options up in the historic area of Modderfontein.  At a recent visit to 
the vet up there I had the opportunity to experience the wee deli next door.  I tried their 
award-winning peri peri cheese which was a winner with me for sure too.  They may cringe 
should they discover I used it for simple grilled cheese on toast though! 



Feeding Scheme 
 
Kicked off by two separate initiatives originally we now have local resident Kimbal Mare 
working with Councilor Bongani Nkomo who have managed to raise over R270,000 feeding 
over 3,0000 people/meals since the beginning.  Thank you to all of you that drop off food 
and funds to this well deserving scheme, please keep it up as those that receive are of the 
neediest in our community. 
 
Thanks to the Board, supporting residents and our staff in Security, Gardens and the Office 
 
On a sad note, not only have we been hit by the Covid-19 virus, we lost two stalwarts of 
Thornhill since the last AGM.  Alan Hardy passed away at the end of August last year, out 
cycling which he loved, some comfort from knowing that to be sure.  Alan played an 
essential role in the first decade of establishing the security systems here in Thornhill from 
launching our very own alarm system to special incentives for the guards to perform at their 
peak day and night.  Alan was old school so the systems were very labour intensive which I 
am sure his wife Linda could attest too, many papers spread over his dining room table 
reflecting routes and times of the check points as well as monitoring our armed reaction 
cars to ensure the estate was covered correctly.  Alan became a personal friend of mine 
over the years and I knew I could always count on him to put in the extra effort when 
required.  It is hard to believe nearly a year has passed but his presence is still felt when I 
walk about the estate.  Alan, who I am sure you all knew, was certainly not shy to speak out 
from time to time.  Our other stalwart, Tony Bagnall on the other hand, was low key, hence 
our recent tribute to him.  However, he would often be seen asking and answering 
questions from the front rows of the AGM.  He never gave the trustee’s a pass if we were 
going in the wrong direction, his area was governance and finance and it is fair to say he did 
it very thoroughly indeed.  Yes, he did have the time he reminded us, as a way of letting us 
off the hook if we missed something, but he did have an eye for fine details which we 
certainly miss now.  Both are being missed in very different ways, but it is appropriate to 
acknowledge their input to making our home the place it is today.  Without residents just 
like them we would never be able to do the things we do at the price we do it.   
 
A special thank you to both of them as well as to the many others that have helped build 
Thornhill to be the place it is today.  To all of you who make up this community, you make 
my life all the more interesting and I thank you all for enriching it too.  I hope you all have a 
sense of that with your fellow residents just as I do.  Thank you and may the THOA’s next 
year be much better than this one just passing. 
 
Stephen W Burrow 
Chair, THOA 


